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About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 4
This session explores the identity frame that we are 
sinners. While nearly everyone would admit they make 
mistakes and are not perfect, talking about sin is 
increasingly difficult. More and more people identify with 
their sin while denying they are sinners. This week we 
explore the implications of this frame. 

Read: Psalm 51; Isaiah 53:1-6

Read the lyrics (and listen to the music 
if you are so inclined) to this song. 
[CLICK HERE]

?

What is the attitude of the writer of 
Psalm 51? How long has he been a 
sinner? Compare the basis for what 
constitutes a sin in the song with that in 
Psalm 51. What does it mean to make a 
mistake according to the song? 
Reading Isaiah 53 with this song in 
mind, how do you react to the idea that 
“everyone makes mistakes”? How 
could that be used in a conversation 
with a non-believer? 

Day 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8VPneBRjiU
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Read: 1 John 3:4-11

Read this article about “cancel culture” 
from the New York Post [CLICK HERE]

?
Based on the scripture passage, what is 
the basis of defining sin and 
righteousness? What is the standard by 
which a public figure or celebrity is 
“cancelled” or not? What is similar 
between the definite of sin and the 
rationale for “cancelling” someone? 
What is fundamentally different? 

Day 2
Session 4 

… though we are sinners…

https://nypost.com/article/what-is-cancel-culture-breaking-down-the-toxic-online-trend/
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Session 4 
… though we are sinners…

Read: Romans 3:9-20

Watch any news program you like, and 
count the number of stories that could 
be categorized as dealing with a sin or 
sins. 

?

What does the scripture text tell us 
about the prevalence of sin in the 
world? How does that shape our 
understanding of others and ourselves? 
Approximately what percentage of the 
news stories related to sin? How were 
they presented? Were any sins 
presented in a positive or neutral light? 
How might the prevalence of reporting 
on extreme sins (i.e. murders, terrorism) 
shape how we see our own sin?

Day 3
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Read: Psalm 115; Isaiah 44:9-20

Watch this video and read the article on 
sports fans. [CLICK HERE] and [CLICK 
HERE]

?
After reading the above scripture 
passages, how would you describe 
idolatry? What is the result of such 
worship? What happens to the idol? 
The worshipper? At what point could 
something like sports fandom (or any 
fandom) become idolatry? How do fans 
become like that which they celebrate?

Day 4
Session 4 

… though we are sinners…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2urxLf4yZo
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/23/why-being-a-sports-fan-and-rooting-for-a-team-is-good-for-you.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/23/why-being-a-sports-fan-and-rooting-for-a-team-is-good-for-you.html
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Session 4 
… though we are sinners…

Read: 2 Kings 17:6-23; Ephesians 
4:17-32

Watch this clip from the popular NBC 
show, The Good Place. [CLICK HERE]

?

How does the author of 2 Kings 
describe the Israelites’ attitude toward 
God? Where did they get their definition 
of sin, right, and wrong? In Ephesians, 
Paul makes a contrast between the old 
and new self. How is that contrast seen 
in people’s lives? What is correct about 
how The Good Place presents entry 
into the afterlife? What is incorrect? Is 
the idea of sin treated seriously in the 
clip (even if the word is not used)? What 
do you surmise is the consequence for 
negative actions? 

Day 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ut0ai4s4mjU

