
31

About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 5
This session explores the idea that we are all redeemable, 
meaning that every person has the capacity for 
redemption. Cultural messages show us people who are 
aware of their need for saving and the hope that such 
salvation is possible. While not all people are saved, the 
Bible points to the truth that every person is redeemable. 

Read: Ezekiel 18; 33:11; Luke 15:11-32

Watch the trailer for the most recent 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol. [CLICK HERE]

?

What does the Scripture passage tell us 
about what God desires for all people 
and their salvation? How does the story 
of the prodigal son relate to the 
prophecies in Ezekiel? A Christmas 
Carol has inspired more than 130 
adaptations. Why? What does that tell 
us about people’s innate desire for 
redemption?

Day 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZ3lr3urgDU
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Read: Psalm 145

Listen to and read the lyrics of Bob 
Marley’s Redemption Song. [CLICK 
HERE]

?
In Psalm 145 what is the basis for the 
writer’s hope? To whom does that hope 
extend? What is “redemption” 
according to Bob Marley? In what way 
is that desire similar to or different than 
what we read in Psalm 145?

Day 2
Session 5 

We are redeemable

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfcWcQ1tGFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfcWcQ1tGFI
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Session 5 
We are redeemable

Read: Joshua 2; 6:25-27; Hebrews 11

Read this article from CNN. [CLICK 
HERE]

?

Why do you think the story of Rahab is 
included in the conquest of Jericho? 
What does it mean that she and her 
family were included in the saving of the 
city via unlawful acts? Why is she 
included in the list of the faithful in 
Hebrews 11 though she was not a 
Hebrew herself? What is your reaction 
to the immigration story? Does the story 
of Rahab change how you respond? 
Why or Why not? 

Day 3

https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/09/politics/migrants-dying-crossing-us-mexico-border/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/09/politics/migrants-dying-crossing-us-mexico-border/index.html
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Read: Romans 3:21-31

Watch these clips from the 1970s 
sitcom All in the Family. [CLICK HERE]

?

Why do you think Paul makes a point to 
describe not only the sin of all people 
but the availability of redemption to all 
as well? Given the conflict of Jews 
accepting Gentiles in the early Church, 
what effect would these verses have? 
Why was All in the Family such an 
iconic show? Why was Archie Bunker a 
beloved character in light of his obvious 
faults? What made the interactions 
between the Bunkers and Jeffersons 
important? 

Day 4
Session 5 

We are redeemable

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybmmb6oJIUA
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Session 5 
We are redeemable

Read: 2 Peter 3

Listen to the song “Let it Be” by The 
Beatles [CLICK HERE]

?

People in Peter’s day were wondering 
when Jesus would return. Why then 
does Peter focus on the Flood story in 
his response? In vs. 8-10 Peter makes 
the point of God’s timing. What hope is 
present in these verses? What is the 
inherent warning? As you think of this 
passage, read the lyrics to “Let it Be.” 
What is the motivation of this song? 
What does the singer seem to be 
longing for, and how does this inform 
our understanding of other people’s 
redeemability?

Day 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSgUB8T8Zfw

