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About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 6
In Session 5 we discussed the capacity for redemption in all 
people, and in Session 6 we will look at how that plays out in 
Jesus Christ. People look for redemption in a variety of places 
and are captivated by the dying hero narrative. The Bible 
teaches that redemption only comes through Jesus, and in 
that redemption there is a transformed identity.

Read: Genesis 15:12-16; Genesis 21

Read this Los Angeles Times article 
about television and political division. 
[CLICK HERE]

?

What is significant, from an identity-
standpoint about the promise to Abram 
in Genesis 15? What do you make of 
the Amorites? What do you notice 
about the separation of Isaac and 
Ishmael? As you read LA Times article, 
how is the subject of division and unity 
treated? Do you feel the author really 
wants to find common ground, or are 
there those who are seen as 
irredeemable? What seems to be the 
hoped for goal in the TV industry?

Day 1

https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/tv/la-ca-st-television-cultural-divide-20190216-story.html
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Read: Exodus 32

Read this article about the perceived 
problems facing the country [CLICK 
HERE]

?

What is the problem the Israelites are 
trying to fix in Exodus 32? Why do they  
believe idolatry will fix their problem? 
What is God’s reaction? Who executes 
God’s will? After reading the Pew 
Research article, what problems would 
you add? How have people typically 
tried to solve these problems? In what 
ways are these approaches right? In 
what ways are they wrong? 

Day 2
Session 6 

We can be redeemed in Christ

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/12/17/views-of-the-major-problems-facing-the-country/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/12/17/views-of-the-major-problems-facing-the-country/
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Session 6 
We can be redeemed in Christ

Read: 1 Samuel 8; 2 Samuel 7

Read this article about politics and 
celebrity in India. [CLICK HERE]

?

What are the people looking for in 1 
Samuel 8? Why do they want a king? 
What do they expect this king will do for 
them? How is this king different than 
what we see later in 2 Samuel 7? What 
do you make of the article about 
politics and culture in India? How is 
American culture similar? Different? 
What do we hope our nation’s leaders 
will do? What do we expect they will 
do?

Day 3

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2014/3/21/hero-worship-scales-new-heights-in-india
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Read: Romans 4:13-25; Galatians 
3:10-14 

Watch this performance of the song 
“Modern Jesus” by Portugal. The Man. 
[CLICK HERE]

?

What is necessary for us to be 
redeemed according to Paul? Why 
might the Law seem to be a source of 
redemption? How does it fall short? 
Focusing on the lyrics of the song 
“Modern Jesus” what is the source of 
redemption presented there? In what 
way does the song seem to be an ironic 
statement on human redemption? In 
what way does it seem to be a serious 
statement? 

Day 4
Session 6 

We can be redeemed in Christ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fp1uB2CK5zc
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Session 6 
We can be redeemed in Christ

Read: Isaiah 32; Ephesians 4:17-32

Watch this scene from Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows Part 2 [CLICK 
HERE]

?

In what way are the people of God 
promised salvation in Isaiah 32? What is 
the result of that salvation? Why do you 
think the author refers to a “new 
name”? What does that convey? In 
Ephesians 4, Paul talks about the new 
self of a believer, what does that look 
like? What biblical themes are echoed 
in the scene from Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows Part 2? What is 
required of the characters based on the 
situation presented to them? Why do 
people resonate with such stories? 

Day 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hux0cRbpBHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hux0cRbpBHg

