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A Five-Framed Approach to 
Biblical Identity



4

Portraits have been part of culture for thousands 
of years. From the Mona Lisa and The Girl with 
the Pearl Earring to album covers featuring 
musicians like Johnny Cash, Nat King Cole, Taylor 
Swift, or Billie Eilish, when we look into the face of 
someone, we feel like we know something about 
their identities. 

Today, human beings create portraits and self-
portraits at a faster rate than at any other time in 
human history because of the ever-ubiquitous cell 
phone camera. We see ourselves reflected back 
in more images than people have ever been able 
to, and then millions of people post those images 
on social media to project a certain identity to the 
world. Even for those who have chosen not to 
engage in social media, that choice is based on a 
person’s identity - their chosen way of interacting 
with the world.  

“Who am I?” It has been said that this is the most 
important question a person can answer, and the 
pursuit of answering that question dominates the 
headlines of our day. Racial identity, political 
identity, sexual identity, gender identity, and more 
are a fundamental part of many of the discourses 
of our day. Whether we think we know who we 
are or not, we don’t get the option to simply 
ignore the question.  

John Calvin famously began his Institutes of the 
Christian Religion by stating, “Our wisdom, in so 
far as it ought to be deemed true and solid 
Wisdom, consists almost entirely of two parts: the 

knowledge of God and of ourselves.” Indeed, 
Calvin argued that we cannot truly know 
ourselves without reference to God, nor can we 
know God without adequate knowledge of 
ourselves. The Five-Framed Approach to Biblical 
Identity is meant to help us know ourselves better 
by engaging God's Word from the standpoint of 
our identities and being intentionally reflective on 
the messages from the world around us.  

It is based on two simple sentences that can 
apply to every person on the planet: I am 
CREATED to be a WORSHIPPER, and though I 
am a SINNER, I am REDEEMABLE. I can be 
REDEEMED only in Jesus Christ.  

Ultimately, he is the one who gives as a new self 
portrait.

There’s nothing wrong with your eyes - the photos are blurry, just like our understanding of ourselves… 
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About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 1
This session is all about the importance of an identity 
formation. Over the next five days, we will look at various 
Scriptures which touch on God’s desire for us to have 
intentionally-formed identities and the cultural messages 
that play into that.

Read: Genesis 17:1-8; Genesis 35:9-10; 
Matthew 16:16-18

Look at this People Magazine article 
about celebrities who changed their 
names… [CLICK HERE]

?
Why does God change people’s names in 
the Bible? What does a name have to do 
with our identities? What do you think 
about when people change their names? 

Day 1

https://people.com/movies/celebrities-who-changed-their-names/
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Read: Acts 17:22-31

Watch some of these moments from the 
popular show Ted Lasso. [CLICK HERE]

?
Why does Paul point to the religion of 
the Athenians and quote from their 
poets when explaining the gospel? 
What truth can we glean from a place 
like Ted Lasso? How do you think Paul 
would use them today? 

Day 2
Session 1 

The importance of intentionality 

https://youtu.be/P3inyS__dpA?t=437
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Session 1 
The importance of intentionality 

Read: John 10:7-11

Watch some of the commercials on the 
list [CLICK HERE]

?
What does it mean to live the “good 
life”? How does what Jesus says in 
John 10 speak to that question? How 
do the commercials from the list define 
the good life?

Day 3

https://www.wrapbook.com/blog/best-commercials
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Session 1 
The importance of intentionality 

Read: Exodus 2:23-25

Take a moment to watch part (or all) of 
a team sporting event. Note the ways 
people identify with one another 
collectively.

?
At the beginning of Exodus what was 
the collective identity of God’s people? 
How was God going to change that? 
What are some of the identity markers 
we share with others? Why do we do 
that?

Day 4
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Session 1 
The importance of intentionality 

Read: Isaiah 62:1-4; Revelations 2:12-17

Read: Time Magazine’s article on Ellen/
Elliot Page’s trans-identity [CLICK 
HERE]

?
Change toward a more “authentic” 
identity (a “new name”) is seen as 
important both culturally and biblically. 
What is similar and different between 
the biblical ideal and the cultural ideal? 
How might followers of Jesus speak 
into this inclination with non-believers? 

Day 5

https://time.com/5947032/elliot-page-2/
https://time.com/5947032/elliot-page-2/
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About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 2
This session continues the idea that we are created. 
Many popular scientific messages try to contradict this, 
but the Bible presents our identities as tied to our 
creatureliness. Over the next five days, we will look at 
some of the scriptural implications of our creatureliness 
and the broader messages that speak to them.

Read: Genesis 1-2 

Watch this set of interchanges from the 
1990s sitcom Friends  [CLICK HERE]

?

What do many people get hung up on 
when reading Genesis 1-2? Why does 
God direct Moses to give this account? 
What difference does it make to the 
Israelite people who had been enslaved 
for generations? How does the debate 
between Phoebe and Ross from the 
clips speak to the common cultural 
problem? Which of these characters is 
more dogmatic? How do you think each 
character’s position speaks to their 
“chosen” identities?

Day 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTNaRZlT6GU
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Read: Deuteronomy 4:32-39; Malachi 
2:10-12 

Read this article about a modern Italian 
artist [CLICK HERE]

?

Think back to the Stephen Hawking 
video from Session 2. What would be 
the standard for truth, goodness, and 
beauty if nothing is eternal? Compare 
the rationale of the exhortations in 
Deuteronomy 4:32-39 with the selling of 
an “invisible” sculpture. How does each 
play into the broader question of the 
“created” vs. “uncreated” identity? 

Day 2
Session 2 

We are created… 

https://www.newsweek.com/italian-artist-sells-invisible-sculpture-more-18000-1596608
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Session 2 
We are created…  

Read: John 1:1-5, 9-14

Watch these clips from Terence Malik’s 
film The Tree of Life *note there are 
several clips to view on the right side or 
bottom of the tab (depending on your 
device* [CLICK HERE]

?

Why does John tie Jesus (as “the 
Word”) so closely to the Creation 
narrative of Genesis 1? In Terrence 
Malik’s The Tree of Life there is a 
conscientious awareness of the 
connection between creation and grace 
vs. creation and competition. How do 
those ideas work together? How are 
they in conflict?

Day 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4Wls5pZlxQ&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqpMMXr83F5Yd-NLoIMsK3Kz
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Session 2 
We are created…

Read: 1 Kings 7:13-51 (additional 
reading, Exodus 25-26)

Watch and listen to this video about 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s “A Child of the 
Sun” - the architecture of Florida 
Southern College. [CLICK HERE]

?

Reading 1 Kings 7 and/or Exodus 
25-26, we can see God designed the 
Temple and Tabernacle to reflect 
aspects of creation. Why do you think 
that is? How did Frank Lloyd Wright 
seek to make his architecture 
“organic”? Why was that important to 
him? What do you see as the difference 
between the Scriptural principles and 
secular?

Day 4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gA8apH_MIw
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Session 2 
We are created… 

Read: Revelations 22:1-5

Watch: Coldplay’s Paradise video (note: 
it’s a bit odd) [CLICK HERE] or lyric 
video [CLICK HERE]

?

When Revelation speaks of the End, 
what do you notice about its connection 
to the Creation story? What is different? 
What is similar? Coldplay’s song 
Paradise points to a longing to reach 
something pure. How does that 
demonstrate a deep connection to 
Creation? What does such a connection 
say about our identity? 

Day 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1G4isv_Fylg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCoQGJDGJJM
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About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 3
This session explores the identity frame that we are 
worshippers. As people search for meaning and 
purpose, they center their lives on someone or 
something, and their attitudes and activities are 
consumed to that end. This week we see how God’s 
Word and cultural messages speak to this identity frame. 

Read: Genesis 2:15-17

Read this article from famed 
motivational speaker, Tony Robbins’ 
website  [CLICK HERE]

?

Why do you think people care about 
finding their purpose? What was the 
stated purpose God gave Adam and 
Eve in the Garden? What difference 
does it make to know that the words 
“work” and “keep” used in Genesis 2 
were words used of the priests in 
Israel’s worship practices? How does 
the article from Tony Robbins compare 
with the created purpose of Adam and 
Eve?

Day 1

https://www.tonyrobbins.com/stories/date-with-destiny/what-is-my-purpose/
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Read: Exodus 4:22-33; Numbers 
1:53-53; Numbers 3

Read this article and watch this video 
(in the middle of the page) about the 
nature of the “American Dream” [CLICK 
HERE]

?

Why do you think the same Hebrew 
words (abad and shamar) are used in 
Genesis 2 to describe Adam and Eve’s 
activity in the Garden and in the 
religious rituals of Israel? How does 
work relate to our worship? How might 
our nationalistic goal of achieving the 
“American Dream” look similar to the 
God’s goals for Israel’s worship? How 
are they different? 

Day 2
Session 3 

… to be worshippers.

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/a/american-dream.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/a/american-dream.asp
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Session 3 
… to be worshippers.

Read: Ecclesiastes 1:12-16; 2:1-11; 
12:13-14 

Watch this clip from the movie Wall 
Street [CLICK HERE]

?

Why does the author of Ecclesiastes try 
so many avenues to find satisfaction? 
How does the conclusion of the book 
(12:13-14) relate to the author’s earlier 
pursuits and his identity as a 
worshipper? In what ways is Gordon 
Gecko’s speech an extension of the 
Ecclesiastes writer’s pursuits? How is 
Gecko demonstrating his identity as a 
worshipper? 

Day 3

https://youtu.be/VVxYOQS6ggk
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Read: Hebrews 8:1-11; Romans 12:1-3

Read this article on four Olympians’ 
sacrifices [CLICK HERE] and compare it 
to this interview with other Olympians. 
[CLICK HERE]

?

Why is the language of sacrifice so 
significant in godly worship? How has 
Jesus’ sacrifice reframed the Old 
Testament sacrificial system? What role 
does our attitude play in our worship? 
How does it translate into actions? 
When viewing the two news items on 
Olympic athletes, in what ways do you 
see them “worship” in their sport? What 
is the difference between the sacrifice 
of the athletes? How does Bronikowsky 
(in the video) reframe that worship in a 
more godly way?

Day 4
Session 3 

… to be worshippers.

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/4-female-olympic-champions-tell-moneyish-what-it-really-takes-to-score-a-medal-2018-02-20-12884528
https://youtu.be/M8jKDUSdkGg
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Session 3 
… to be worshippers.

Read: Revelation 4:1-11; 14:1-13

Watch and read the article on July 4th 
celebrations in Washington DC.    
[CLICK HERE]

?

Reading the passages from Revelation, 
what is the primary activity of heaven? 
Describe the spectacle of heaven that 
John witnesses in John 4. The 24 elders 
are thought to represent all the people 
groups of the Earth. Why is it important 
that all people be represented in this 
scene? How does the call to worship in 
Revelation 14:7 related to obedience? 
Why are people so excited to gather for 
events like July 4th celebrations? In 
what ways is such an event an activity 
of worship? What is the liturgy of the 
event?

Day 5

https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/recap-fourth-of-july-celebrations-come-back-strong-in-dc/2720087/
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About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 4
This session explores the identity frame that we are 
sinners. While nearly everyone would admit they make 
mistakes and are not perfect, talking about sin is 
increasingly difficult. More and more people identify with 
their sin while denying they are sinners. This week we 
explore the implications of this frame. 

Read: Psalm 51; Isaiah 53:1-6

Read the lyrics (and listen to the music 
if you are so inclined) to this song. 
[CLICK HERE]

?

What is the attitude of the writer of 
Psalm 51? How long has he been a 
sinner? Compare the basis for what 
constitutes a sin in the song with that in 
Psalm 51. What does it mean to make a 
mistake according to the song? 
Reading Isaiah 53 with this song in 
mind, how do you react to the idea that 
“everyone makes mistakes”? How 
could that be used in a conversation 
with a non-believer? 

Day 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8VPneBRjiU


25

Read: 1 John 3:4-11

Read this article about “cancel culture” 
from the New York Post [CLICK HERE]

?
Based on the scripture passage, what is 
the basis of defining sin and 
righteousness? What is the standard by 
which a public figure or celebrity is 
“cancelled” or not? What is similar 
between the definite of sin and the 
rationale for “cancelling” someone? 
What is fundamentally different? 

Day 2
Session 4 

… though we are sinners…

https://nypost.com/article/what-is-cancel-culture-breaking-down-the-toxic-online-trend/
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Session 4 
… though we are sinners…

Read: Romans 3:9-20

Watch any news program you like, and 
count the number of stories that could 
be categorized as dealing with a sin or 
sins. 

?

What does the scripture text tell us 
about the prevalence of sin in the 
world? How does that shape our 
understanding of others and ourselves? 
Approximately what percentage of the 
news stories related to sin? How were 
they presented? Were any sins 
presented in a positive or neutral light? 
How might the prevalence of reporting 
on extreme sins (i.e. murders, terrorism) 
shape how we see our own sin?

Day 3
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Read: Psalm 115; Isaiah 44:9-20

Watch this video and read the article on 
sports fans. [CLICK HERE] and [CLICK 
HERE]

?
After reading the above scripture 
passages, how would you describe 
idolatry? What is the result of such 
worship? What happens to the idol? 
The worshipper? At what point could 
something like sports fandom (or any 
fandom) become idolatry? How do fans 
become like that which they celebrate?

Day 4
Session 4 

… though we are sinners…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2urxLf4yZo
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/23/why-being-a-sports-fan-and-rooting-for-a-team-is-good-for-you.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/23/why-being-a-sports-fan-and-rooting-for-a-team-is-good-for-you.html
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Session 4 
… though we are sinners…

Read: 2 Kings 17:6-23; Ephesians 
4:17-32

Watch this clip from the popular NBC 
show, The Good Place. [CLICK HERE]

?

How does the author of 2 Kings 
describe the Israelites’ attitude toward 
God? Where did they get their definition 
of sin, right, and wrong? In Ephesians, 
Paul makes a contrast between the old 
and new self. How is that contrast seen 
in people’s lives? What is correct about 
how The Good Place presents entry 
into the afterlife? What is incorrect? Is 
the idea of sin treated seriously in the 
clip (even if the word is not used)? What 
do you surmise is the consequence for 
negative actions? 

Day 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ut0ai4s4mjU


29

About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 5
This session explores the idea that we are all redeemable, 
meaning that every person has the capacity for 
redemption. Cultural messages show us people who are 
aware of their need for saving and the hope that such 
salvation is possible. While not all people are saved, the 
Bible points to the truth that every person is redeemable. 

Read: Ezekiel 18; 33:11; Luke 15:11-32

Watch the trailer for the most recent 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol. [CLICK HERE]

?

What does the Scripture passage tell us 
about what God desires for all people 
and their salvation? How does the story 
of the prodigal son relate to the 
prophecies in Ezekiel? A Christmas 
Carol has inspired more than 130 
adaptations. Why? What does that tell 
us about people’s innate desire for 
redemption?

Day 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZ3lr3urgDU
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Read: Psalm 145

Listen to and read the lyrics of Bob 
Marley’s Redemption Song. [CLICK 
HERE]

?
In Psalm 145 what is the basis for the 
writer’s hope? To whom does that hope 
extend? What is “redemption” 
according to Bob Marley? In what way 
is that desire similar to or different than 
what we read in Psalm 145?

Day 2
Session 5 

We are redeemable

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfcWcQ1tGFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfcWcQ1tGFI
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Session 5 
We are redeemable

Read: Joshua 2; 6:25-27; Hebrews 11

Read this article from CNN. [CLICK 
HERE]

?

Why do you think the story of Rahab is 
included in the conquest of Jericho? 
What does it mean that she and her 
family were included in the saving of the 
city via unlawful acts? Why is she 
included in the list of the faithful in 
Hebrews 11 though she was not a 
Hebrew herself? What is your reaction 
to the immigration story? Does the story 
of Rahab change how you respond? 
Why or Why not? 

Day 3

https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/09/politics/migrants-dying-crossing-us-mexico-border/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/09/politics/migrants-dying-crossing-us-mexico-border/index.html
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Read: Romans 3:21-31

Watch these clips from the 1970s 
sitcom All in the Family. [CLICK HERE] 
and read this article about Michael 
Scott from The Office. [CLICK HERE]

?

Why do you think Paul makes a point to 
describe not only the sin of all people 
but the availability of redemption to all 
as well? Given the conflict of Jews 
accepting Gentiles in the early Church, 
what effect would these verses have? 
Why were All in the Family and The 
Office such an iconic shows? Why were 
Archie Bunker and Michael Scott 
beloved characters in light of obvious 
faults? What made their interactions 
with others so important?

Day 4
Session 5 

We are redeemable

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybmmb6oJIUA
https://screenrant.com/office-show-michael-scott-dunder-mifflin-best-boss/
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Session 5 
We are redeemable

Read: 2 Peter 3

Listen to the song “Let it Be” by The 
Beatles [CLICK HERE]

?

People in Peter’s day were wondering 
when Jesus would return. Why then 
does Peter focus on the Flood story in 
his response? In vs. 8-10 Peter makes 
the point of God’s timing. What hope is 
present in these verses? What is the 
inherent warning? As you think of this 
passage, read the lyrics to “Let it Be.” 
What is the motivation of this song? 
What does the singer seem to be 
longing for, and how does this inform 
our understanding of other people’s 
redeemability?

Day 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSgUB8T8Zfw
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About this Guide
What follows is a five-day devotional guide that 
corresponds with each of the six sessions of the New-
Self Portrait approach to biblical identity formation. Each 
day there will be three elements to consider: 

Scripture - because God’s word is at 
the center of this study, we will engage 
passages of Scripture related to themes 
of each session

Culture - cultural messages influence 
how we see ourselves and others, and 
how others see us. Each session will 
have us consider something in the 
broader culture***

?
Reflection - with every passage of 
Scripture and cultural influence, we will 
think critically about what they 
communicate about our identities

***DISCLAIMER: The use of an article, video, song, or any other broader cultural piece 
does NOT indicate an endorsement of it, its message, or the creators. Any use is meant to 
help us think critically about the identity messages that are present in the world so we may 
guide others in a manner worthy of the gospel. 

** Also this guide is best viewed on a computer or tablet. The use of a cell phone is not 
recommended.
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Session 6
In Session 5 we discussed the capacity for redemption in all 
people, and in Session 6 we will look at how that plays out in 
Jesus Christ. People look for redemption in a variety of places 
and are captivated by the dying hero narrative. The Bible 
teaches that redemption only comes through Jesus, and in 
that redemption there is a transformed identity.

Read: Genesis 15:12-16; Genesis 21

Read this Los Angeles Times article 
about television and political division. 
[CLICK HERE]

?

What is significant, from an identity-
standpoint about the promise to Abram 
in Genesis 15? What do you make of 
the Amorites? What do you notice 
about the separation of Isaac and 
Ishmael? As you read LA Times article, 
how is the subject of division and unity 
treated? Do you feel the author really 
wants to find common ground, or are 
there those who are seen as 
irredeemable? What seems to be the 
hoped for goal in the TV industry?

Day 1

https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/tv/la-ca-st-television-cultural-divide-20190216-story.html
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Read: Exodus 32

Read this article about the perceived 
problems facing the country [CLICK 
HERE]

?

What is the problem the Israelites are 
trying to fix in Exodus 32? Why do they  
believe idolatry will fix their problem? 
What is God’s reaction? Who executes 
God’s will? After reading the Pew 
Research article, what problems would 
you add? How have people typically 
tried to solve these problems? In what 
ways are these approaches right? In 
what ways are they wrong? 

Day 2
Session 6 

We can be redeemed in Christ

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/12/17/views-of-the-major-problems-facing-the-country/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/12/17/views-of-the-major-problems-facing-the-country/
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Session 6 
We can be redeemed in Christ

Read: 1 Samuel 8; 2 Samuel 7

Read this article about politics and 
celebrity in India. [CLICK HERE]

?

What are the people looking for in 1 
Samuel 8? Why do they want a king? 
What do they expect this king will do for 
them? How is this king different than 
what we see later in 2 Samuel 7? What 
do you make of the article about 
politics and culture in India? How is 
American culture similar? Different? 
What do we hope our nation’s leaders 
will do? What do we expect they will 
do?

Day 3

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2014/3/21/hero-worship-scales-new-heights-in-india
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Read: Romans 4:13-25; Galatians 
3:10-14 

Watch this performance of the song 
“Modern Jesus” by Portugal. The Man. 
[CLICK HERE]

?

What is necessary for us to be 
redeemed according to Paul? Why 
might the Law seem to be a source of 
redemption? How does it fall short? 
Focusing on the lyrics of the song 
“Modern Jesus” what is the source of 
redemption presented there? In what 
way does the song seem to be an ironic 
statement on human redemption? In 
what way does it seem to be a serious 
statement? 

Day 4
Session 6 

We can be redeemed in Christ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fp1uB2CK5zc
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Session 6 
We can be redeemed in Christ

Read: Isaiah 32; Ephesians 4:17-32

Watch this scene from Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows Part 2 [CLICK 
HERE]

?

In what way are the people of God 
promised salvation in Isaiah 32? What is 
the result of that salvation? Why do you 
think the author refers to a “new 
name”? What does that convey? In 
Ephesians 4, Paul talks about the new 
self of a believer, what does that look 
like? What biblical themes are echoed 
in the scene from Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows Part 2? What is 
required of the characters based on the 
situation presented to them? Why do 
people resonate with such stories? 

Day 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hux0cRbpBHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hux0cRbpBHg

